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General Remarks

1. Andreas Peter Mogensen, Hans Peter Mogensen and Otto Peter
Mogensen immigrated to Amerlca from Denmark late in the last o
century. Thelr coming was motivated, quite understandably,
by the hope of enjoying opportunities in America which, at the
time, were totally nonexistent in Denmark. So they came, settled:
in California, became citizens, improved the phonetic spelling
of their name (e. g., Morgensen instead of Mogensen), married
and raised families, Today, almost one hundred years after
their arrival on this side of the Atlantic, four generations
of their descendants are enjoying 'the good life' in their adopt-
ed country.
2, Some descendants have indicated a profound interest in their
.Danish ancestors, and, no doubt, some members of future generat-
ions will have similar interests. Respect for these interests
dictates that certain genealogical information, which was for-
tuitously acquired, be distributed widely and presented in a
manner that will facilitate, and hopefully inspire, additional
genealoglical research. _

Genesis of the Name

3. The surname "Mogensen" is derived from the given name "Mogens",
a name that is still popular in Denmark. Prior to the time

when all Danes adopted their fathers' surnames, Mogensen anhd
Mogensdatter denoted the offspring (male and female, .respect-
ively) of a man whose given name was Mogens, vis., Mogens' son
and Mogens' daughter, just that simple. "

4, The Danish pronunciation of the name Mogensen is sonorous,
pleasant and very different than the American pronunciation.

" There is a slight, but still discernible, "r" sound in the first
8yllable. Because the immigrants undoubtedly experienced dis-
appointment, embarrassment and chagrin when they heard their
name miserably mispronounced, they added an "r" between the
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"o" and the "g", a practice followed by many other Danes hav=
ing that same surname. And the "r" did effect some improvement,
but, even with it, the American pronunciation still differs
from the Danish,
5. In addition to making a slight change to the spelling of
their surname, two of the immigrant brothers changed their given
names, Hans anglicized his to John and Andreas became known
as Andrew, The names Andrew Peter Morgensen, John Peter Morgen-
sen and Otto Peter Morgensen appear in applicable public records
such as marriage licenses, birth certificates, death certific=-
ates and U, S. censuses,

Their Home on Bornholm
6. Bornholm, the island where Andrew, John and Otto were born,
is situated out in the Baltic Sea about one hundred miles east
of Copenhagen and about thirty miles off the southeastern tip
of Sweden. Figure 1 at the end of this textiiBhows the general
size and shape of the island. It also shows the locatlion of
the some two dozen towns and villages. Because it is well de~

scribed in standard references such as the Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica and travel literature like, for instance, Eugene Fodor's
publication titled, "Scandinavia", only a few generalities will
be mentioned herein, ’
7. The first impression of Bornholm is one of comfortable auster-
ity, no poverty and no great wealth. It is cozy, neat, almost
like a fairyland, but nothing is ostentatious. Every building,
every fence,  every sidewalk, and everything else is, almost.
without exception, meticulously maintained and exists:in an ex-
quisite state of repair. Farms are no exception and each one
exhibits abundant fecundity and the efficient exploitation of
21l arable land. |

8., Farms are identified by both numbers and names and the one
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on wvhich the three brothers were born is known as Farm Number

8, "Saederegidrd"”. It is located near the village of Klemensker,

The manor house is shown in Figure 2., It is a stone house with

a tile roof and was built during the year 1870 to replace one

destroyed by fire (or possibly a starm) earlier that same year.
Brother and Sisters

9. Andrew, John and Otto had an older trother and three sisters

who lived to maturity. Additionally, there was a little girl,

Andrew's twin sister, who llved only a few days after birth,

Except for this one 1ittle girl, birth certificates for the

entire family, including the parents, are contained in Attach-

ment 1. In addition to the date of birth, each birth certific-

ate indidates the date that the child was christened in the

church. (If, for any reason, a child could not be taken almost

immediately to a church, it was christened at home and the cere-

mony repeated in a church as soon thereafter as practicable,)

The birth certificates also show that Caroline Margrethe, Jens

Peter and Oliva Marie were older than the three trothers and

that Annie Petrea was younger, .

10, There is a paucity of information regarding the three sisters

except that either Caroline Margreths or Oliva Marie married ]

a man from Sweden named Jannson (or some similar sounding name)

and was living in LaSalle County, Illinois prior to the time

Otto immigrated to America. (Otto spent a winter with his sister

and her husband while on his journey from New York to California.)

Moreover, there is some evidence that one or mare of the girls

married and went to Sweden., The pastor at the church in Klemen-
sker mentioned that during the late 1960's a man came from Sweden
seeking information on the Mogensen family. A representative

of the main newspaper on the island volunteered similar informat-
ion,



11, Jens was directly responsible for John and Otto immigrat-

ing to America and selecting California as thelr future home.

During the 1880's and 1890's, Jens was a sallor (or officer)

aboard one of the old sailing ships that operated out of Den-

mark to England, to New York and finally around the tip of South

America and up the west coasts of theﬁywo Americas to San Francis-

co and Seattle., On one of his perlodic returns to Barnholm,

Jens loaned John the sum of three hundred dollars (about as

much money as a laborer could earn in a year) to defray, at

least in part, expenses incidental to a trip from Bornholm to

California. On another return to Bornholm a year or two later

and after the loan had been repaid by John, Jens loaned Otto

the same sum for use during his journey.

12, After Andrew, John and Otto were married and well establishe~

ed in California, Jens visited them from time to time when his

ship docked at San Francisco., Sometime about the tuxn of the

century when Andrevw was living in the Bay Area and John and

Otto were not, Jens came to San Francisco, contacted Andrew

and said that he was going to Seattle but he would return in

a couple of weeks for another visit, Jens never returned.

About the time of Jens' scheduled return, two ships collided

during inclement weather off the Oregon Coast.and most, or all,

of the crew members were lost. It seems well established that

Jens was one of them. It is known, for instance, that until

his death about a dozen years later, Andrew communicated with

the Mogensens who remained on Bornholm, Jens had a wife in
Rﬁhne, the capital city on the island., If Jens had not been

” lost at sea, Andrew surely would have_learned otherwise And o

so informed John and Otto. Furthermoxe, information obtained
from knowledgeable maritime personnel in Rfnne adde oxredence
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to the story. It was explained that following the war with
Germany during the middle 1860's, the economic conditions in
Denmark were positively chaotic, and, in order to earn a liveli-
hood, Danes put to sea in many old ships that were not altogeth=
er seawarthy. Presumably, all such old ships-were eventually
lost, :
13. And what happened to Jens' wife in Rgnne? Did Jens leave
any children? These matters were investigated but the results
were inconclusive. Sometime during the year 1944, an old lady,
who may have been the widow of Jens, died in Rfnne, Because
the marriage recard of Jens has not been found, the maiden name
of his wife is still unknown and confirmation of her death in
1944 is impossible. Birth records of children have not been
found. As a related matter, Otto once said that Jens' wife "ran”
a little grocery store in Rfnne. Tax recoards far a number of
years were reviewed and it was determined that, whereas she
may have been employed in a grocery store, she did not own one.,
Parents
14, The parents of the three ltrothers were Niels Peter Mogen-
sen and Karen Marie Olsen. They were marrled on 27 November
1852 at Klemensker, The marriage was witnessed by Ole Ander=-:
sen, the father of the tride, and by Peder Mogensen, the fath-
er of the groom, At the time of their marriage, Niels Peter
Mogensen was twenty five years old and Karen Marie Olsen was
some two years younger., Figure 3 is a picture of Niels Peter
and Karen Marie. As previously mentioned, their birth certific-
ates are included in Attachment 1. Because Peder Mogensen was
1listed for many years in church records as Peder Mogensen Peder-
B8en, the birth certificate for Niels Peter was issued in a for-
mat different than the othexsm,



15. Niels Peter and Karen Marie lived for many years on Saedere-
gird. All of their children were born there and it is probable
that they died there. Nieis Peter was a small farmer and he
also made wooden shoes, (Otto was heard 'bsllyaching' years
later about the indignities experienced during his unsolicit-

ed assignment as delivery boy.) Tradition fosters the belief
that either Niels Peter or Karen Marie was a close relative

of the owners of Saederegird.

This relationship could not be

established,  Just for the record, the following is a list of

the former owners

Born Married Died
Ole Nielsen 1804 1829 1876
Kirstine Pedersdatter 1809 " -
Peder Olsen 1845 1867 1912
Elene Goldine Hansen 1849 " 1930
Laurits Peter Olsen 1878 1897 -
Hulda Hansine Westh 1874 n -

Father
P, Pedersen
Ole Nielsen
A, Hansen
Peter Olsen
T. J. C. Westh

Church records seem to suggest that Niels Peter Mogensen and
his family lived in the manor house with the 'Olsen' family,
the owners of Saederegdrd but no known relation to Karen Marie.,

However, there is some evidence that the family lived in one
of two small tenant houses that once existed behind the manor
house, Surely, the manor house was largs enough to accommodate

two families and provide the usual amenities-~it even had a
harvest room for the annual harvest ball-~but it could not be
definitely established that the two families shared the manor
house, Birth certificates for his children show that Niels
Peter had the title "udbygger" when his first child was born

and the title "parcellist" when his third was born,

The word

udbygger translates literally as "out bullder® but it is a legal
term designating a man who cleared land, drained it or other-



wise made it arable. The word parcellist is another legal term
that designates the holder of a very small plot of land, So

it is possible that Niels Peter cleared a small parcel of land
that was part of Saederegérd, gained title and lived on it,
(This sart of activity was encouraged because the Danish economy
dictated that every square foot of land be made to produce.) -
An interview with a man named Ernst Olsen, who owned a book
store in Rfnne and who was born in the manor house, revealed
that he had never heard of the Mogensen family, but~--and here
is a real enigma--he was very familiar with the picture of Niels
Peter and Karen Marie (Figure 3). He was rather young and his
family had sold Saederegdrd in 1918 so maybe he was not too
interested in matters pertaining to his old home.

16, Karen Marie Olsen was the oldest of seven children born

to Ole Andersen and Bertha Marie Hansen. Other than this frag-
mentary bit of information, 1little is known about her, This

is most unfortunate. She may well have had a very interesting
background, Otto bore a very strong resemblance to her and

80 did at least three of her grandchildren. It was inferred
that she married 'out of her class', an inferrence that defies
verification, especially when it is known that Niels Peter be-
longed to one of the oldest families on Bornholm (the Bechs) :
and his mother once owned one of the largest farms. |

17, The impression was perpetuated among their descendants

1h California that Niels Peter and Karen Marie lived under con-
ditions that approached abject poverty., Statements like "all
we had to eat was fish and boiled potatoes” and "and I had to
g0 into the fields and herd cattle and sheep when I was six
years old" seemed to persist. However, any suggestion that
Niels Peter and Karen Marie were economically underprivileged
was quickly and vehemently rejected by well informed elder states-
men on Bornholm, The picture, Figure 3, is indicative of their



economic status., It shows them wearing a collection of finery
uncharacteristib of the peasant class., Niels Peter was wear-
ing leather boots, a real luxury when the normal attire was
wooden shoes, And look at Karen Marie! She was wearing silks,
satins and velvet to complement her natty 1little bonnet. The
very idea of having a picture taken at a time (about 1882 to -
1887) when photography was new, novel and expensive is not in-
dicative of great poverty. So it must be concluded that, while
their economic status may have been cruelly depressed from time
to time, their living standard was equal to, or better than,
most people on Bornholm,
Family Tree

18. Information pertaining to several sets of grandparents,
great grandparents and other ancestors can become deceptively
confusing. Prudence demands frequent reference to a 'family
tree' lest the confusion becomes overwhelming., Attachment 2
is such a tree, It identifies all the presently known ancest=-
ors of Andrew, John and Otto. Their parents are shown on line
2, grandparents on Line 3, great grandparents on Line 4, etc.,
all the way back to some of their great grandparents five times
removed,

Grandparents, Line 3 of Family Tree

19, The father and mother of Niels Peter Mogensen are genealégic-
ally interesting. Peder Mogensen Pedersen* passed on the family
name and Margrethe Elizabeth Andersdatter had an ancestry that
could be traced with reasonable effort all the way back to the
late 1600's, Information regarding the parehts of Karen Mﬁrie |
Olsen (Ole Andersen and Bertha Marie Hansen) is limited,

20, Ole Andersen and Bertha Marie Hansen were living at @ster-
marie (e. g., that parish) when Karen Marie Olsen (or Olsdatter
as she was christened) was born in 1829, but, sometime between
that year and 1840 when their sixth child was born, they moved
to Klemensker, They were still living there in 1855 at which

*Peder Mogensen Pedersen and Peder Mogensen, as used heréinafter,
gefer to one and the same man, See Paragraph 14,




time their sixth child was confirmed, (It was a Danish custom
to confirm all children when they reached the age of fifteen
years.) No records of their deaths could be found in the Klemen-
sker church records so it must be assumed that they once again
changed their habitat, The entire family appears in the 1845
census for Klemensker as shown by the following excerpt:

1845 Census for Klemensker, Bornholm, Denmark

Nane Age Fron
Ole Andersen ‘ 38 Klemensker
Bertha Marie Hansen 39 Aker (Aaker)
Karen Marie Olsen 16 -

Anders Hansen Olsen 14 -
Dorthea Marie Olsen 12 -
Jens Hansen Olsen 10 -
Birgitte Marie Olsen 7 -
Christine Marie Olsen 5 -
Oline Marie Olsen 1 -

The above census is enigmatic insofar as 1t pertains to the
birth places of the family members, No birth record for Ole
Andersen could be found in the Klemensker church records and
this is true for the birth recard of Bertha Marie Hansen at
Aker, The dash (~) under the word Aker seems to imply that
all the children were born in that parish, This is not true.
Christine Marie Olsen and Oline Marie Olsen were both born at
Klemensker and Christine Marie was confirmed there, And, at
least for the present time, this ’'closes the book' on Ole Ander-
sen and Bertha Marie Hansen,

21, Margrethe Elizabeth Andersdatter was married twice, Her
first husband was Peder Andersen Kure whom she married in the
Klemensker church on 15 April 1819. She was only seventeen

at the time of her first marriage and her husband was thirteen.



years older,

22, Prior to her marriage, Margrethe Elizabeth was living with
her father on Farm Number 30, Dyndegidrd. Peder Andersen Kure
owned Farm Number 6, Skarpeskadegidrd, where they lived after
their marriage. This marriage was short lived. Peder Ander-
sen Kure died 8 September 1822, Margrethe Elizabeth becanme

a widow with two small children when only twenty years old,
Records show that she inherited Skarpeskadegird, a large farm
with an impressive manor house.

23. Margrethe Elizabeth remarried 24 January 1824, Her second
husbtand, Peder Mogensen (Pedersen), was a small farmer and a
carpenter., Their wedding was traditional insofar as it was
held in the tride's church (Klemensker) and witnessed by her
father, but——and here comes a treak with tradition--it was not
witnessed by the father of the groom, It was witnessed by a
surrogate named Niels Hansen, a weaver.

24, Margrethe Elizabeth and Peder Mogensen (Pedersen) lived

on Skarpeskadegdrd for seven years and four of their children
were born there. Sometime during 1831, Peder Mogensen (Peder-
sen) and his family, including the two children from Margrethe
Elizabetht's first marriage, moved to Farm Number 10 in the Ny-
kirke (now Nyker) parish, Attachment 3 is a page from the 1831
Nyker church records showing their arrival in that parish,
Other recards show that Peder Mogensen (Pedersen) sold Skarpese
kadegdrd in 1832, |
25, And the move to Nyker did not adversely affect the enlarge-
ment of their family., Babies kept coming} The following is '
a list of all Margrethe Elizabeth's children:

Name Birthdate Father
Anders Pedersen Kure 29 January 1820 Peder Andersen Kure
Maren Kristine Pedersen 8 May 1822 "

Anne Margrethe Pedersen 19 December 1824 Peder Mogensen (Pedersen)



e
#x

*%

Peder Andersen Kure

Niels Peter Mogensen
Elizabeth Margrethe Mogensen
Karen Mogensen*

Hans Peter Mogensen

Jens Pedersen

Gertrude Marie Pedersen

Petrea Catherine Pedersen

14 March 1826
20 November 1827
12 July 1829
-— - 1832%
31 December 1833
26 June 1837

7 Febtruary 1840
21 June 1843

Peder Mogensen (Pedersen)

Name

and date from 1845

census,

*Birth record was

not found.

Margrethe Elizabeth had a total of eleven children. Their names
1llustrate well the whimsical manner in which the Danes select-

ed names prior to about 1850,

Peder Andersen Kure, the son

of Margrethe Elizabeth's second husband, was named for her first

husband,

26, By the time the 1845 census was taken, all the children,
who were still living at home, had adopted the surname "Mogen-
sen". Moreover, Peder Mogensen (Pedersen) had dropped the "Peder-
sen”;from his name as shown by the following excerpt:

1845 Census for Nyker, Bornholm, Denmark

Name Age

" Peder Mogensen L4
' Margrethe Andersdatter 44
Niels Peter Mogensen 18
Karen Mogensen 13
Hans Peter Mogensen 12
Jens Peter Mogensen 8
Gertrude Mogensen 5
Petrea C, Mogensen 2

*9%

And so, Peder Mogensen Pedersen finally became Peder Mogensen

From
Nykirke
Klemensker

L1]
”
"
L
"

"

and not Klemensker as indicated

by the census,

**Born at Nykirke (Nyker) and

and all his sons had, in addition to their given names, a middle
and surname combination of "Peter Mogensen",

-lli



Other Ancestors, Lines 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Family Tree
27. 0ld records were searched diligently in an attempt to iden=-

tify ancestors more remote than the four grandparents shown
on Line 3 of the family tree. While the results of this effort
were less than dramatic, the names of thirteen such remote an-
cestors, including three great grandparents five times removed,
were found. Other small bits of information, such as the owner=-
ship of farms and the occupations pursued by some, were also
gleaned from the old records, Additionally, the father of Peder
Mogensen was identifled so it is now known from whence came
the name "Mogensen",
28, Mogens Hansen, Line 4 of the family tree, was the father
of Peder Mogensen and, of course, the man from whom Peder Mogen-
sen got his surname (i, e., Peder was the son of a man whose
given name was Mogens), Mogens Hansen was married twice. His
first wife was Kirsten Hansdatter whom he married in the Nykirke
(Nyker) church* on 30 October 1783, They had five children, viz,,
a. Hans Mogensen was christened at the Nyker church on
30 October 1784 and died three weeks later,
b. Karen Kristine Mogensdatter was christened at the same
church on 20 November 1785 and confirmed there in the aut-
-»:. umn of ,1800,
¢, Marthe Mogensdatter was also christened at the Nyker -
church on 12 August 1787aand'confirmed there in 1802, ‘
d. Hans Mogensen was also christened at the same church
on 4 September 1791 and confirmed there in the autumn of 1806,
e, Marie Mogensdatter was christened at the Nyker church
on 26 Fetruary 1797. No record of her confirmation was
found,
Kirsten Hansdatter died 21 December 1799. Mogens Hansen remain-
ed a widower for less that a year.

29. Mogens Hansen aaxrried Karen Pedersdatter on 27 September
1800, Their first child, Peder Mogensen, was born 4 November

1801 and christened the same day.

!
*See Figure 4,




30, The names of other children, if there weres any, that result-
ed from Mogens Hansen's second marriage were not found in the

Nyker church records. Unfortunately, this is true regarding

other pertinent information such as the birth and death records

of Mogens Hansen, Hence, the names of his parents, his birth-
place and the year of his death are all missing pieces of in-
formation which, if known, would enhance considerably the genealog-
ical record of the ancestor from whom the immigrant btrothers

got their surnanme,

31. The church records show clearly that Mogens Hansen was

alive in 1809, It seems almost certain, however, that he died ——
"~ prior to 1824, the year that Peder Mogensen married Margrethe
Elizabeth Andersdatter. (Mogens Hansen did not witness his

son's marriage as explained in paragraph 23.) Mogens Hansen

was a small farmer and a carpenter., When the 1787 census was
taken, he was living on Farm Number 3 in the Nyker parish with

his first wife and his little two year old daughter, Karen Kriste-
ine. Two other families were living on the same farm, but, as

far as can be determined, the three families wers not closely
related.

32. Anders Nielsen Bech, Line 4 of the family tree, owned Farm -
Number 30, Dyndegird, as explained in paragraph 22, He was a mens
ber of one'of two.Bech fanilies.thatibave .besn. én:thé~istandlany, ...
for a long, long time. (The name is quite common on Bornhbln{)iﬁi
The ancestors of Anders Nielsen Bech could be traced without |
difficulty all the way back to Anders Hansen Bech, Line 7. The
latter owned a farm known as Baekagdrd and died in 1706, From

the record, Anders Hansen Bech is the oldest known ancestor

of the three immigrant btrothers. Because he had a son (Jens
Andersen Bech, Line 6) who was born in 1687, it appears that
Anders Hansen Bech must have been. born iie:later ‘than the 1650's,
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33. Hagen Hagensen, Line 7, is another ancestor who was barn
in the 1600's, He, too, was a farmer and owned the farm known
as Brfdlpsegird. And, what is probably more interesting, he
was a Swede, or at least he had a Swedish name, according to
-exceptionally well informed people on Bornholm. His daughter's
name, Babro, is also Swedish, The fact that a Swede appears
on the family tree is not difficult to understand. Bornholm
was part of Sweden for some eighty years prior to 1658, the
year a man named Jens Kofoed organized a coup,~wrested control
of the island from Sweden and returned it to Denmark.
34, The names of about a half dozen other remote ancestors
and the years that soms of them.were born: and/or ‘died-arerins
dicated on the family tree. And this information, togethexr
with that set forth above, is all the substantive information
that is presently available regarding the ancestry of the three
immigrant hrothers.b However, it is believed that this informate
ion, although 1limited, enhances immeasurably an understanding
of their heritage and answers, at least to some extent, the
intriguing question, "From whence did they come?", It is known,
for instance, that they descended from a long line of farmers
and carpenters (mostly Danish) who were on Bornholm at least
as early as the 1600's and probably very much earlier. And
the fact that many of thelr ancestors were farmers and carpente.
ers may explain their propensity to pursue similar endeavors.
Life in California
35. Andrew was a carpenter in or near San Francisco for a num-
ber of years after arriving in California. Immediately after
the earthquake and fire that destroyed San Francisco in 1906,
Andrew, who by then had a wife and two teenage sons, moved across
the bay to Oakland and built a home, This was a precurser to
a very successful home building business that extended over
more than half a century. Andrew was accidenta}ly killed in




1911 but his two sons continued bullding homes. After the older
of the two died in 1944, the younger of the two continued to '
build fine homes almost until the time of his death in 1978,

36, John and Otto remained closer to the soil and worked as
farm laborers in Solano and Contra Costa Counties far several
years, (Among others, they worked on a very large farm owned
by another Dane named Niels Andersen,) However, working for
others was destined to be short lived, '

37. Sometime during the year 1889, word was received that govern-
ment land was still available in northern San Luis Obispo Coun=
ty for homesteaders, John, who by then was the proud owner

of two horses, departed almost immediately for Paso Robles,

He soon acquired a tract some ten miles east of the town, built
a home on it, married and raised a family. John died in 1901
but the rest of the family continued to farm in the same gener-
al area until 1913 and then moved the operation to Chandler,
Arizona.

38. Otto's arrival at!Paso Robles was delayed about a year
because, while working for Niels Andersen, he had met his fut-
ure tride and planned marriage., When Otto and his tride arriv-
ed at Paso Robles, all land suitable for farming was already
occupied by homesteaders so Otto rented land some six miles
east of Paso Robles and started to farm. He farmed for many
years and raised a family. Prior to and during World VWar 1,
Otto and his two oldest soné farmed what was then considered
very large tracts of land, He became semi-retired shortly after
World War l.and lived in Paso Robles until his death in 19%54.
His second!oldest .son_continued ;16 farm: and-raise cattle until
the end of World War 2,

39. As indicated above, all three immigrant hrothers married
in California, Andrew married Emma B¥#chen whom he had met

in Chicago while making his way across the country. Because



their first child was born in San Francisco in 1888, it is assume .
ed that Andrew and Emma were married.ip,.orunear,ithat. ciiy.some=-
time during the year 1887, John married Johanne Christine Christ-
jansen who arrived at Paso Robles in 1889 and resided for a

short time on a farm with her sister (Mrs, Chris Iversen)., John
and Johanne were married at, or near, Paso Robles the dame year
that Johanne arrived from Denmark., Otto married Mathilda Brewer,
a native Californian, at Fairfield, Solano County in 1890, An-
drew and Emma became the proud parents of two boysy John and
Johanne were blessed with five boys and three girls; Otto and
Mathilda reared three boys and four girls. The names of all

the children, the first generation born in America, are list=-

ed in Attachment 4,

40, While each of the immigrant lrothers gained at least a
modicum of economic independence, 1ife in California was not
easy. The eight hour day and the forty hour week were unheard

of when they arrived, Farming was especially laborious, Prior
to the time when farms were mechanized, farming was a dawn-to. -
dusk operation. All kinds of back lreaking tasks were perform-
ed with picks, shovels, axes, pitchforks and 'the sweat of their
trows', Crops, which consisted almost exclusively of wheat "
and barley, falled complet#ly when winter and spring rains fell
below a certain norm. Lack of rainfall occurred all too.é6ften
and there were crop fallures with concomitant bankruptcies, fore-
closures, loss of capital and months of unrequited toll, And
then there were tragedies, Real tragedies! A

41, An accident involving a automobile and a sireet car on

which Andrew was riding took his 1ife when he was only forty
seven years old and at a time when he was enjoying considerable
success as a home builder. When only forty years old, John
became 111 and had to leave his farm, With the hope of improv-
ing his health by living near the ocean, John moved across the



mountain to Cayucos where he subsequently died leaving a widow
with seven children, the youngest still in the cradle and the
oldest not yet a teenager. And there was another sad experien=-
ce, John and Johanne had to endure what must have been almost
unbearable grief when their 1ittle three year old son, Nels,
was kicked by a horse and killed. Except far the fact that
their first child was dead at birth, Otto and Mathilda were
spared tragedies such as befell the others, Otto lived for
more than eighty eight years,

Otto Mellowed, Answered Some Questions
L2, 'While Otto was narmally reluctant to discuss matters pere
taining to his youth, he mellowed during the last years of his
long 1life and furnished information that elucidated the elabor-
ate schemes employed to get from Bornholm to California. Some
of the same information explained his apparent desire to for=-

get the past and his lack of enthusiasm for ever returning to
Bornholnm,

43, By working as an able-bodled seaman aboard one of the old
sailing ships, Otto made his way from Denmark to Hull, England,
where he ' jumped ship' and proceded in the same manner to get
to Nova Scotia and, finally, to New York., (Because Jens must
have been almost omniscient regarding sailing on the high seas,
it is assumed that he instructed Otto regarding the most econom=-
ical way to get to New York,) Otto traveled by rail from New
York to California with a stop-over at his sister's home near
Peru, Illinois. He worked for a time in Illinois, but, after

a severely cold winter during which time he froze his left ear,
he traveled west to join Andrew and John in California. In
general, it appears that Andrew and John employed methods simil-
ar to those adopted by Otto to get from Bornholm to California.
Because Andrew and Emma met in Chicago, it is known that Andrew
also stopped for a time in Illinois. '



44, Otto also implied that the long trip from Bornholm was
fraught with a plethora of unpleasant experiences. Being con-
fined for weeks on a rickety old ship while waiting to be blown
from one continent to another was boring and tortuously degrad=
ing. So, understandably, a return trip was never considered.
And the departures from Bornholm, those last few momenté vwhen
the immigrants knew that they were leaving thelr family and
homeland forever, were sad, even heartbreaking, Otto once re-
marked, "After I said goodbye to my father and kissed my moth=-
er, I started walking to the waiting ship at Rgnne knowing that
I would never see them again". And how did Karen Marie and
Niels Peter feel when they saw thgir:children, one after anoth-
er, salling away never to be seen again? Tearfully depressed!
So the immigrants tried to forget the cruel vicissitudes of
the past, and, Wwith a humble dedication and an abiding faith,
strived for a better tomorrow,

A Final Thought .

45. Just as Andrew, John and Otto strived for a better tomorrow,

1et their'descendants, those who now enjoy 'the good life’ in°
America, strive for an even better one, but, at least once in
a while, let them spend a few moments in prayerful meditation .
for those three good men whose courage, resolve, labors and
sacrifices made it all possible.

Kettering, Ohlo
December 1978



1.
2.
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The Manor House, Saederegird, Near Klemensker (from a photograph
by Otto Pater Morgensen, Jr.)

Figure 2,



Niels Peter Mogensen and Karen Marie,Olsem (from

Spelling, Lille Torv, Rfnne)

a picture by Th,

Figure 3.



The Round Church, Nyker, built during the 1100's as a
combination church and fort (from a photograph by Otto

Peter Morgensen, Jr,)

Figure 4,
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Den danske Folkekirke

Partonnr,

Fedsels- og dabsattest \
for
Slagtsnavn: . MO O S Ol ettt

Fornavne: . . . Carline Margrethie e

Fedested (pi landet: by, sogn,

herred, ogamt; | kebstzder: | K] emensker sogn - Bornholms amt.
kobstaden og sognet):

‘1-55-3“-—--wat;ten hundrede tre og halvtreds
Fodselsir og -dag: d. 1. - ferste - november.

Kirken, hvori barnet er
dobt eller fremstillet | Klemensker kirke.
efter hjemmedab:

Dibsir og dibsdag samt — Hjemmedebt d. 6. november 1853 :

:;';tga;r"s;:;g?gf';::: og fremstillet i kirken d. 27. |

stillingen I kirken: december 1853%.

Y

Forzldrenes eller adoptiv- lydbygger Niels Peter Mogensen
forzldrenes stilling og | og hustru Karen Marie Olsdatter.
fulde navne:

Anmzrkning angiende op-
tagelse i eller udtrzdelse
af folkekirken:

Overensstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes

f LANDSARKIVE! §
FOR SIALLAND

e : / , %—14«/
25 GFethe Ilsoe.... . W)

vl omorant-asy e

Embd;tempel eller segl. /L . Aarenstrup :
fg. . sekreter.

Nr. 56 A, A/S Otaf O, Barfod & Co.8 forisg.

J



Fedsels- og dabsattest

Slegtsnavn: ... Mogensen

Fornavne:. .. ... ..dJdens Peder

P,

Den danske Folkekirke

Parsonnr. »

for

Fodested (pi landet: by, sogn,
herred og amt; | kobstzder:
kebstaden og sognet):

Klemensker sogn, Nerre herred,
Bornholm

Fedselsdr og -dag:

1355, den 4, august

Kirken, hvori barnet er
debt eller fremstillet
efter hjemmedib:

Klemens kirke

Dabsir og dibsdag samt -
hvis barnet er hjemme-
dobt - &r og dag for frem-
stiltingen | kirken:

1855, den 19, august,

Forzldrenes eller adoptiv-
foreldrenes stilling og
fulde navne:

Niels Peder Mogensen

og hustru
Karen Marie Olsen

Anmarkning angdende op-
tagelse | eller udtredelse
af folkekirken:

Overensstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes

-~

iy

SN STAL L ALY
Em :gs)lnmp::llcltsduq'.

\%ﬁ Grethe Ilsoe

LANDSALEIVET § fg. (4 9
g nstan ‘ 744; s ﬁ?iﬁfﬁ%‘zﬁ:

»
.,

e e
Nr. 56A. Anmwmw

*februar 1971

Jeee

.......... | STV IR RIRTRTRITTNRNINT {8

Lrastans. anua Nie
registrator



Den danske Folkekirke

Personnr,

Fadsels- og dabsattest )
for
Slegtsnavn: ... .. MOZENSeN |
Fornavne: . ... ... 01iva MATAE e

Fedested (pd landet: by,sogn, | K]emensker sogn, Nerre herred,
herred og amt; | kebstzder:

kebstaden og sognet): Bornholm,

Fadselsir og -dag: 1859, den 14, oktober

Kirken, hvori barnet er »
debt eller fremstillet | Klemens kirke.
‘efter hjemmedab:

Ei—l;sér og dibsdag samt -
hvis barnet er hjemme. | 1859, den 26, december,

debt - &r og dag for frem-
stillingen i kirken:

.
Parcellist Niels Peter Mogensen.

Forzldrenes eller adoptiv-
forzldrenes stilling og og hustru

fulde navne: Karen Marie Olsen

Anmarkning angiende op-
tagelse i eller udtrzdelse
af folkekirken:

Overensstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes

Landsarkivet Kobe éﬁa ______ /él( _________ fZ._,_,februar 1971
'.[? lA‘LITD(J 1‘ '. (’ ) K ‘ \;' Grethe IlSZe . ’
. ‘é‘ PO Gy y .s‘ N ﬁ:‘b" fg%&({é © gé 6 .
'7‘* [id Prrstentnaro. w ieTls A%

ek Embedutunul Oll,:r segl. ey

L registrator
Nr. S6A. A,soﬁa‘ahma&" Nex.




Den danske Folkekirke

Personnr.

Fedsels- og dabsattest I

for .

Slegtsnavn:...... ... Mogensen | | :
Fornavne: . ... . . Hans Peter

Fodested (pd landet: by, sogn, | Klemensker sogn, Nerre herred,
herred og amt; | kobstazder:

kebstaden og sognet): Bornholm

Fedselsir og -dag: 1861, den 13, december

Kirken, hvorl barnet er
dobt eller fremstillet | Klemens kirke

efter hjemmedab:

3bsd dibsd -
Dh:,srfgneib;aghis:;,;e_ hjemmedobt den 18,marts 1862,

debt-irogdagforfrem- | fremgtillet i kirken den 9.juli 1862
stillingen | kirken:

Niels Peter Mogensen

Forzldrenes eller adoptiv-| 0g hustru
forzldrenes stilling og

fulde navne: Karen Marie Oi1sen

Anmarkning angiende op-
tagelse i eller udcrzdeise
af folkekirken:

Overensstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes !

Landsarkivet,Kaobe vn 7 februar 1971

sy M%/

Grethe Ilsee

(7 x
.,-‘ LANDS API’IVI‘ s fg / ﬁ'&
Wil L — AN
\f m ste ﬂe oller teb y i . regls‘brator )
Nr. S6A, Qyuo lnr!odlcn‘{m.lll |




Den danske Folkekirke

Personnr,

- B et

Fodsels- og da&bsattest i

for
Sleegtsnavn: Mo g.© sen  ooommmmT-
yeter —————-———-
Fornavne: An d rea.s
Fodested (pa landet: by, sogn, | Klemensker sogn, Nordre herred,
herred og amt; { kobstzder: t
kebstaden og sognet): Bornholms am
Fodselsar og -dag: 1864 - Y, mar t s

Kirken, hvori barnet er debt

eller fremstillet efter hjem- | Klemens kirke, Bornholm
medab:

DAbsAr og dibsdag samt —

hvis barnet er hjemme- 2 8. marts

debt — &r og dag for frem-
stillingen i kirken:

1805 4 -

Forzldrenes eller adoptiv-
foreldrenes stilling og
fulde navne:

Niels Peter Mogensen og

hustru Karen Marie Olsdatter

Anmearkning anglende op-
tagelse i eller udtraedelse
af folkekirken:

R Overensstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes

/c'_a E EM S

Nr. 1800 A/$ Provins-Forlaget.Randers

Klemensker

den

12. oktober 1970

Prmstens navn.

Carl W.

Jam

i~



Den danske Folkekirke

Personnr. ~

Fodsels- og dabsattest

Sleegtsnavn:

M o g e n

for

Ottt o

Fornavne:

e t er

Fedested (p4 landet: by, sogn,
herred og amt; i kpbstader:
kobstaden og sognet):

Klemensker sogn, Nordre herred,

Bornholms amt

Fgdselsar og -dag:

186

(S -

2 2,

septemb

e .

Kirken, hvori barnet er debt
eller fremstillet efter hjem-
medab:

Klemens kirke,

Bornholm

Dabsar og dAbsdag samt —
hvis barnet er hjemme-
debt — &r og dag for frem-
stillingen i kirken:

186

6 -

1 1.

novembe

Foraldrenes eller adoptiv-
forzeldrenes stilling og
fulde navne:

iliels reter

karen

rlarie

liogensen og hustru

Anmezerkning anglende op-
tagelse i eller udtrsedelse
af folkekirken:

{'\ r EM gv_mfnsstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes

of (8o Ty
3 CL (;f’ :--.‘;m,. f ./‘,l
. / . i

| ¢ gu%ﬁ* A
<6‘ aar ot

Nr. 1500 A/S Provins-Forlaget. Randers

Klemensker

12. oktober

, den

)

/

r



Den danske Folkekirke : Personnr. — = — T — = =

Fodsels- og dabsattest

for

Slegtsnavn:... M. 0. g e n s emn  -—————————-

; S e F P A 3 e mee—a——
Fornavne: Anmnie Petrea

Fodested (p4 landet: by, sogn, [ K1emensker sogn Nordre herred,

herred og amt; | kebstader:
kpbstaden og sognet): BO rnho lms amt

Fodselsir og -dag: 186 9, 4. ma ]

Kirken, hvori barnet er debt » )
eller fremstillet efter hjem- | K1 emens kirke, Bornholm
medib:

Dabsir og dibsdag samt — |
hvis barnet er hjemme-|{ 1 8 6 9 ~ 2 7. juni
debt — &r og dag for frem-
stillingen i kirken:

Niels t'eter Mogensen og hustru

Foreeldrenes eller adoptiv- | Kupren Marie Olsen
foreldrenes stilling og

fulde navne:

Anmerkning angdende op-
tagelse i eller udtreedelse [ = — = = = —= — — =— - -
af folkekirken:

gen.12. oktober 1970

,,ﬁ“u o

Préestens navn.

Carl W. lam

Nr. 1500 A/S Pro\m\:m'yu Randers



Fodsels- og dabsattest

Slzgtsnavn:

Fornavne: .

for

Olsdatter

Den danske Folkekirke

=0 o1-3 ¢ W v £-5 o 1 TN

Fedested (pi landet: by, sogn,
herred, og amt; | kebstzder:
kobstaden og sognet):

@ster Marie sogn - Bornholm.

Fodselsdr og -dag:

1829 - atten hundrede ni og tyve -

d. 3. - tredie - maj.

Kirken, hvori barnet er
debt eller fremstillet
efter hjemmedib:

POster Marie kirke.

Dibsir og dibsdag samt -
hvis barnet er hjemme-
debt - ir og dag for frem-
stillingen t kirken:

1829, d. 21.

Juni.

Forzldrenes eller adoptiv-
forzldrenes stilling og
fulde navne:

Husmand Ole Andersen
og hustru Berthe Marie Hansdatteq.

Anmarkning angiende op-
tagelse | eller udtrzdelse
af folkekirken:

Overensstemmelsen med ministerialbogen bevidnes

co A
LN WOV IF SO
i'&,“ Embedsstempel eller segl.
RN LT
"‘t;‘,y T T
Nr. 56 A, AidOmt 6. Barfod &Co.sforlag.

‘

landsarkivar,

sekreter.
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/In Aarenstvru
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JAANDUDAKNIVINE DUR OJSToAsbafAANLS LTA. iV1s

——— ——

kr 1827 - atten hundrede syv og tyve - d. 20.

~ tyvende - november fik Peder Mogensen Peder-
sen og hustru Margrethe Elisabeth Andersdatter
en son, der blev hjemmedebt d. 21. november 1827
og fremstillet i kirken d. 23. december 1827.

| Drengen fik navnet
NIELS PETER.

At dette er i overensstemmelse med tilferslen i
den her opbevarede hovedministerialbog fra Kle-
mensker sogn 1819-35%, folio 22a, nr. 2, bevid-

nes herved pi embeds vegne.

Landsarkivet, Kebenhavn d. 28. oktober 1971.

Harald Jerdengen

A 74@%,%
/L. Aarenstrup

gsekreter.
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First Generation Born in America

A. Children of Andrew/Emma

Name Date/Place of Birth
Adolph Peter 17 November 1888 San Francisco
William 6 February 1890 "
B. Children of John/Johanne“
" Caroline Marie - 1890 Rural Area, Paso Robles
Andrew Lewis - 1892 "
Nels - 1893 "
Lois Christine - 1894 "
Philip Carl - 1895 " )
Nellie Mathilda - 1896 "
Joseph William - 1898 "
Raymond Alvert - 1600 "
C. Children of Otto/Mathilia
Ethel A. 10 January 1894 "
Myrtle A. 18 October 1895 "
James C,. 2 November 1897 "
Edward C. 19 July 1900 "
Mabel C. 18 June 1903 "
Otto P., Jr. 20 April 1905 "
Alta M, 15 September 1913‘ "

Attachment 4
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Almindelige Bemsrkninger,

1, Andreas Peter Mogensen , Hans Peter Mogensen og Otto Peter
Mogensen udvandrede til Amerika sidst i forrige Arhundrede (1800~
tallet), Deres udvpndring blev forstdeligt nok begrundet med
hdbet om"de store chancer" i Amerika samtidig med, at der kun var

/&8 chancer i Danmark. Derfor kom de og bosatte sig i Californien
og blev statsborgere -~ forandrede den lydemmssige stavemAde af
deres navn( f.eks Morgensen i stedet for Mogensen) giftede sig
og fik bern., I dag -nmsten hundrede Ar efter deres ankomst,nyder
4 generationer efter denne side af Atlanten godt af deres gode
tilverelse i det nye land.

2. Nogle efterkommere har vist stor interessefor deres danske
forfedre - aner og utvivlsomt vil fremtidige generationer have
det pA samme mAde.Imgdekommenhied over for en sidan interesse
krsver,at vissgslegtningers oplysninger,om de end tilfmldigt er
erhvervet,ber fordeles i vidt omfang og tillige vises pA en mide
som vil lettw og forhAbentligt opmuntre til yderligere genera-
logisk efterforskning .

Navnets Oprindelse.

3., Efternavnet " Mogensen er afledt af fornavnet " Mogens" et
navn,som stadigt bruges meget i Danmark.Fer den tid da alle
danskere antog deres fmdres efternavne og angav Mogensen og
Mogensdatter,at de var henholdevis mandlig eller kvindclighfkom
af en mand,hvis fornavn var Mogens-altsi Mogens' son og Mogens'
datter-~ s4 enkelt var det.

4, Dgn danske udtale af navnet Mogensen er bidde klangfuldt og
velklingende,mgsﬁegot forskelligt fra den amerikanske udtale .
Der er en spmd r- lyd,som dog kan skelnes i den ferste stavelse.
PA grund af at udvaldrerne mitte deje skuffelse,mrgelse og sorg,
nir de horte deres navn forkert udtalt -da fejedes de et r" til
"o"etog " g" et., Bt eksempel mom blev fulgtaf mange andre danskere

der havde samme efternavn . Og " r " forandrede en hel del i billédet
af navnet,men selv niAr man tager det i betraktning afviger den
amerikanske udtale fra den danske,

5. Ydermere for at lette stavningen af deres fornavne forandrede
to af Emigrant bredrene deres fornavne Hans blev til John og
dndreas blev bedre kendt som Andrew .,

Navnene Andrew Peter Morgensen,John Peter Morgensen og Otto



6.

2,

Peter Morgensenfremkommer derved i offentligt tilgmngelige
dokumenter,som f.eks. vielses- dAbs- dods- og 1 amerikanske fol-
ketmllingslister og attester .

' Deres hjem pA Bornholm .,

Bornholm, sen hvor Andrew,John og Otto fedtes,ligger i Ostersgen
omtrent 150 km ost for Kebenhavn og omtr. 45 km fra sydestlige
hjerne af Ski&ne (Bverrig). Fig. 1 bag denne tekst viser dens form
og storrelse af sen . Den viser ogsi beliggenheden af ca, 2 dusin
byer og stationsbyer. Den stidr godt omtalt i standardverket Encyclo
paegia Brithannia og rejsebogen Eugen Fodor's Scandinavia er der
ikke meget at foje til her.

7. Forstefdndsindtryk af Bornholm viser en behagelig strenghed

ingen elendighed og ingen overdddig velstand.Der ér hyggeligt,psnt,nmat
sten som 1 Eventyrland,uden at vere pralende,

8.

Enhver e Jendom,ethvert gmrde,ethvert fortov og alt andet bliver
nesten uden undtagelse omhyggeligt vedligeholdt og fremtreder
meget charmerende, Landbrugse jendommene danner ingen undfagolse
og hver en af demudstiller rig frugtbarhed samt effektiv anven-
delde af al dyrkbar jord.

Girde kendetegnes ved bAde numre og navne og den som de nmvnte
tre bredre blev fedt piA kendes som gArd 2 vig. "SBsderegArd".Den

ligger nmr ved Klemensker by. Stuehuseter bygget af sten med tegltag

9.

lo.

i 4r 1870 for at erstattedet,der blev sdelagt af en ildebdbrand.,

Bredre og Sestre ( eller Broder og Sestre),

- = = o

Andrew,John og Otto havde en mldre broder og tre sestre,som
" levede indtil modenhed". Ydermere var der en lille pige ,Andrews
tvillingsester,som kun fik lov at leve nogle dage efter fodsel.
Bortsetfra denne ene pige findes der dAbsattester - ogsd forsldre.
Som tilfsjelse ogsd ddbsdatoen, Hvis et barg@f en eller anden
grund ikke kunne fremstilles i kirken,blev det dsbt hjemme og
hpjtideligheden blev derefter gentaget i kirken sd snart som mulig
DAbsattesterne viser ogsd at Caroline Margrete,Jens Peter og 98liva
Marie var mldre end de tre bredre og at Anni var yngre.

Der savnes oplysninger om de tre sestre bortset fra enten
Caroline Margrethe eller Oliva Marie mgtede en svensker Jannson
eller lignende og boede 1 Ia Salle Country Illinois fer Otto ud-
vandredetil Amerika, Otto opholdt sig en vinter hos sin sester og
hendes mand inden sin z;gge t1il fra dimmdf New York til Californien



11.

12,

13,

3.

Derudover ser det ud til,som om en sller flere af pigerne blsy
gift og drog til B8verrig. Sogneprssten for Sct.Klemens kirke nmvn-
te,at han sidst i 1960-erne kom der en mand fra Sverrig og segte
oplysninger om Mogensen familien . En reprmsentant for eens ster-
ste avis " meldte frivilligt lignende information.," '

- Det var Jens's ansvar, at John og Otto udvandrede til Amerika
og valgte Californien som deres fremtidige hjemsted. Under 1880 '
erne og 1890'erne var Jens somand (eller officiw ) ombord pA et
af de gamle sejlskibe,som "operede" ud fra Danmark til Englando}
t11 New York og endelig rundt om spidsen af Syd Amerika og op
langs vestkysten af det amerikanske fastland til Sam Frisoo og
Seattlw.Under en af sine tilbagekomster til Bornholgﬁénta Jens
John et belgb pA tre hundrede dollars( omtrent sA mange penge som
en arbe jdsmand kunne tjene pA et Ar) for at dmkke i hvert fald
delvis de tilfmldige omkostninger ,der kunne lebe pa ved et "trip
fra Bornholm til @alifornien., Ved en anden tilbagekomst et par Ar
senere og efter lanet var blevet tilbage betalt af John,lénte Jens
Otto den samme til brug ved hans rejse,

Efter Andrew,Jdohn og Otto var blevet gift og godt bosat i
Californien bespggte Jens dem nu og da ,nAr hans skid " dokkede "
i San Francisco.

En gang omkring Arhundredeskiftet, da Anrew boede nmr ved
San Francisco bugten ,medens John og Otto ikke boede nmr, kom
Jens til byen og besegte Andrew og sagde,at han skulle sejle til
Beattle,men ville returnere om et par uger,for at opsege ham igen

Jens kom ikke igen. P4 den tid da Jens normalt skulle vewe
tilbage kollideredQﬁog skibe 1 hdrdt vejr ud for Oregon kysten
og de fleste ellér af mandskabet gik tabt.,det er overvejende san-
synligt,at jens var en af dem ,der gikned . Det vides med bestemt-
hed at indtil hans bortgang en halv snes Ar senere,havde Andrew
forbindelse med Mogensen familien pA Bornholm . Jens havde kone
i Renne ~cens steorste by, Hvis Jens ikke var "gdet ned" piA soen
ville Andrew sikkert have fAet andet at vide og derefter under-
rettet John og Otto - For at supplere sid har sefolk i Renne udtry:
tiltro til historien.Det forklares,at som folge af krigen med
Preussen 1 1864 var de skonmiske forhold 1 Danmark nmsten kaoti-
ske og for at tjene til dagen og vejen " stak" mange danskere til
ses om bord pA mange gamle " skuder" ,som vel ikke var fuldt so-
dygtige., Formodentligt kunne manqgif disse skibe risikere at gi
under.

0g hvordan gik det med Jenses kone i1 Renne ? Efterlod Jens
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sig bern ? Dette blev underssgt ,men gav intet resultat. Engang
1 1944 dede 1 Renne en mldre dame,som kan have veret Jensfs enke,
Da brullups - oplysningerne om Jens ikke er fundet er hans kones
pigehavn stadigt ukent! og det er umuligt at fi bekrmftet at bekrsf-
tet,at hun dede i 1944 som Jens's enke, Fgsdsels oplysninger om
bern har ikke kunnet findes.Det kan tilfejes,at Otto engan; sagde
at Jens's kone drev en en lille kolonial ? butik i Renne.Skatte~
fortegnelserfor en rakke Ar er blevet efterset og det blev fast-

sliet ,at selv om hun drev en kebmandshandel,si kunne hun aldrig
have e jet en siddan.

_Formldre.

14, Formldre til de tre brgdre var Niels Peter Mogensen og Karen
~ Marie Olsen . De holdt bryllup den 27 november 1852 i Elemensker,
Vidner var Ole Andersen ,brudens fader og Peter Mogensen brudgom-
mens fader, P4 bryllupstidspunktet var Niels Peter Mogensen 25 Ar
og Karen Marie Olsen henved 2 4% yngre. Figur 3. er et billede af
Niels Peter og Karen Marie.Som for nmvnt findes deres dAbsattest-
terf ti1l2mg nr 1. Da Peder Mogensen i mange Ar var opfert i kirkes
bogen som Peder Mogensen Pedersen ,blev hans dibsattest udstedt i
et format ,der var forskelligt fra de andres.

15, Niels Peter og Karen Marie boede i mange Ar Smderegird - som
' var sammenlagt med 33 slg lskkegidrd.,Alle deres born fodtes der og
de kan muligvis ogsi vere dede der. Niels Peter var en lille gird-
mand og han lavede ogm& trmsko. Otto besverede mange Ar senere
over de mange fortrsdeligheder han midtte udstd under forsegene piA
at s®lge trmsko for sin fader., Overleveringen fostrer den tanke
at enten Niels Peter elle Karen Maris var nsre slegtninge til e je-
ren af Sederegird., Dette slmgtskab kan imidlertid ikke pAvimes.
Kun af interesseer der opfort folgende fortegnelse over tidligers

ejere.,
Fedt Gift Ded Fader

Ole Nieslsen 1804 1829 1876 ?

Kirstine PedersdatterlB8o9 " ? P,Pedersen
Peder Olsen 1845 1867 1912 Ole Nielsen
Ellen Goldine Hansen 1849 " 1930 A,Hansen,
Laurits Peter Olsen 1878 1897 Peter Olsen
Hulda Hansine Westh 1874 " T.,J.0.Vesth,

Kirkebagerne synes at formode,at Niels Peter Mogensen og han
familie boede hos "Olsen" familien ejere af SmderegiArd,men der ka
ikke kendes slegtskab med Karen Marie, Imidlertid er der noget,de
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Pyder pd at familien boede i et eller to smA le jligheder,som
engang har ligget bag ved stuehuset. Dog var stuehuset stort nok
t1il at huse 2 familier selv onm de behgvede de smdvanlige bekvemme-
ligheder. Der var oven i keobet et hastgilde rum til det Arlige hest
bal.Men det kan ikke med bestemthed pAvises ,at de to familier
boede sammen i stuehuset, Dibsattester for hans bern viser,at Nieles
Peter kaldes udbygger,da hans forste barn blev fedt og parcellist,
da hans tredie barn fedtes. ”

Ordet udbygger oversmties bogstaveligt talt,som bygger ud,
men det er et juridisk udtryk,der kendetegner et menneske -mand,
som opdyrker jord,drsner den eller pA anden mAde ger den brugbar,
Ordet Fercellist et et andet juridisk ord,som betegner ejeren af
et meget 1ille jordlpd . SA det er muligt,at Niels Petegﬁpdyrkado
en 1lille jordlpd (LekkegArd)?som var en del af Smderegdrd fik
betegnelsen og levede af den ,( denne alags arbejdsomhed blev frem.
skyndet,fordi den danske skonomi krmvede,at hver kvadrat alen Jord
skulle geres produktiv.

En samtale med Ernst (Lsen,som ejede en boghandel i Renne og
som fodtes i stuehuset ( SmderegArd afslsrede,at han aldrig havde
hert om Mogensens ,men -0g her er en virkellig glide « han kendte
Bodt billedet af Niels Peter og Karen Marie, Han var ikke ret gam-
mel og hans familie havde solgt Smderegldrd i 1918 ,sd han var mi-
ske ikke alt for intereseret i sagen,der angik hans gamle fedehjenm

Karen Marie Olsdatter var den mldste af 7 bern hos Ole dnder-
sen og Bertha Marie Hansen (Hansdatter). Udover disse gA oplysnin-
ger vides der kun 1idt om hende. Det er meget uheldigt. Hun kan
ganske sikkert have haft en meget interessant fortid, Otto lignede
hende meget og det gjorde mindst 3 af hendes barnebesrn, Det blev
hevdet,at hun blev gift stanismmssigt- en pistand som ber bevises,
ssrligt da Niels Peter herte til en af de mldste familier pd Born-
holm ( Becherne) og hans moder engang e jede en af de steorste girds

Utilfredsheden gentog sig hos deres efterkommere i Oalifornis
over,at Niels Peter og Karen Marie levede under forhold,der nmgmed
8ig ynkelig elendighed . Udtalelsen som: alt hvad vi havde til
bordet var fisk og kartofler og Jeg mAtte ud og vogte kreaturer
og fAr pa markerne,da Jeg var 6 Ar gammel, synes at holde.

Men enhver formodning om,at de skonomisk var i ned blev hur-
tigt og klart afvist 1ifslge medelelser fra Bornholm. Angiver dere:
gkonomiske tilstand ., Billedet viser dem 1 deres Stads,der ikke v-
helt almindelig blandt girdmandsfolk 7., Niels Peter havde ride-
stevler pad. Y
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Ren luksus,nir der til piklsdningen dengang ellers altid herte
tresko, Og se pA Karen Marie . Hun bmrer silkesatin og ¥Flsjl sammen
med en kgn hovedbeklwdning,

Selve tanker at lade sig fotografere (ta a) pA en tid 1882 -
87 da fotgrafing var en nymodens og dyrt, tyder ikke pA megen
tattigdom, SA det mA fastslds,at skent skonomien til tider kan have
veret anspsndt " gav de ikke andre efter " paA Bornhola' med hensyn
til levestandard.,

Stamtrae,

Oplysninger angdende forskellige bedsteformldre,oldeforsldre
og andre forgmngere kan synes aldeles vildledende . Klogskabdb ford-
rer hyppig sammenligning med slegtsregistre,hvis forvirringen ikke
skal blive overveldende. Det placerer alle de i nutiden kendte
aner til Andreas,John og Otto.

Faderen og moderen til Niels Peter Mogensen er tamilicnmsaigt
interessante, Peder Mogensen Federsen og han udelod navnet Pedersas
gentager familienavnet Mogensen og Margrethe Elisabeth Andersdatte
havie en ane,som med rimelig fornuft kan feores til de sene l600'er
Oplysningerne om forsldrene til Karen Marie Olsdatter(Ole Andersen
0og Bertha Marie Hansen) er begrznsede, De boede i Ostermarie
sogn og Karen Marie Olsdatter fedtes i 1829,men der findes ingen
oplysninger i tiden til 1840,da ders sjette barn fedtes,flyttede
til Klemensker og boede der i 1855,da ders 6'te blev konfirmeret.
Efter dansk skik konfirmeres alle bern,nidr de er 15 Ar .

Der findes ingen angivelse af deres desdsfald i Klemensker
kirkeboeger,si det mid formodes,at de endnu engang har skiftet bo-
sted, Hele familien er indskrevet ved folketmllingen 1845 i Klemer
sker sogn,som vist ved efterfolgende uddrag.

Navn. Alder. Tra.
Ole Andersen 38 Klemensker
Bertha Marie Hansen 39 Lxer
Karen Marie Olsen 16 "
Anders Hansen Olsen 14 »
Dorthea Marie " 12 "
Jens Hansen " 1o "
Birgitte Marie " 7 "
Christine " " 5 Klemensker
Oline " " 1 "



Ovenstdende folketslling er fuldstsndig,hvad angar fa;ihjéner
ne for familiemedlemmerne. Der kunne ikke findes nogen fadioiaggi-
vende for Ole Andersen i Klemenskers kirkebog og denne er rigf}g
for Bertha M Hansen med Aker.Stregen - under Aker synes,at angive
at alle bernens blev fodt der.Dette er forkortog de to aidate er
fodt i Klemensker og Christine Marie blev ogsd konfirmeret der.

Og hermed ender idtil videre oplysninger om Ole Andersen og
Bertha Marie Hansen.

Margrethe Elisabeth Andersdatter ¥ar gift 2 gange.Hendes feor-
8te mand var Peder dAndersen Kure med hvem hun blev gift 1 Klemen-
sker Kirke den 15 april 1819.Hun var da kun 17 Ar og hendes mand
var 13 Ar mldre.

For git giftemil boede Marg. Elisab, hos sin fader pd 30 slg
DyndegArd,Klemensker . Peder Andersen Kure boede pi{vdg. Skarpesks
degdrd,hvor de boede efter deres gifémél. Dette mgteskadb varede
kun kort idet han dede 8 september 1822, Elisabeth blev enke med
2 smA bern og var kun 20 a4r gammel., Oplysninger viser, at hun ar-
vede girden ,en stor gird med et imponerende stuehus.

Hun blev gift igen den 24 Jjanuar 1824, Hendes 2' mand Peder
Mogensen{Pedersen) var en lille landmand og temrer.Deres bryllup
var traditionelt forsavidt det holdtes i brudens hjemkirke (Kle-
mensker )og blev bevidnet¥saf hendes fader,men her er et brud paA
traditionen - det blev ikke bevidnet af brudgommens fader. Det bl:
bevidnet af en suppliant ved nevn Niels Hansen,som var vavenmester

De boede pd nmvnte gArd 1 7 Ar og 4 af deres bern fedtes der.
En gang 1 1831 flyttede de og med de 2 beorn af forste mgteakad ti:
{0818« Dyndegdrd i Nyker. Bekrmftet ved en side fra 1831 i1 Nicer kir-
kebog,som viser ankomsten til dette sogn. GArden 1 skarpeskade bl:
solgt 1 1832,

Flytningen til Nyker forstyrrede ikke vasentligt forosgelasen
af deres familie . Storken vendte stadig tilbage, Felgende er en
liste over alle Margrethe Elisabeths bern:

Navn Fodselsdag Fader
Anders Pedersen Kure 29 Jjan 1820 Pader Agﬂg;sen
Maren Kristine Pedersen 8 maj 1822 "
Anna Margrethe " 19 dec 1824 PederMogensen
Peder andersen Kure 14 mar 1826 " Pedesen
Elisabeth Margrethe Mogensenl2 jul 1829 »

Karen Mogensen 1832 "

Hans Peter Mogensen %1 dec 1833 "
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Navn Fﬂgﬁﬂlsdag Fader

J ens Pedersen 26 jun 1837 Peter Mogensen
Gertrude Marie Pedersen 7 fed 1840 "
Petrea Cathrine b 21 jun 1843 "

MargretheElisabeth havde ialt 11 born., Deres navne gengiver
godt den vilkirlige miAde danskerne valgte navne for 1850 , Peder
Andersen Kure var opkaldt efter sin moders forste mand,

Ved den tid ,da 1845 folketmllingen blev foretaget,havde alle
bernene ,som pA den tid stadigt boede hjemme antaget efternawvnet
Mogensen.Ydermere havde Psder Mogensen Pedersen streoget Pedersen
i 8it navn,hvad fplgende uddrag viser.

1845 Folketmlling for Nyker .

Navn Alder Pra
Peder Mogensen 44 Nyker
Margrethe Andsrsdatter 44 Klemensker
Niels Peter Mogensen 18 n
Karen Mogensen 13 Ryker
Hans Peter Mogensen 12 "

Jens Peter Mogensen "
Gertrude Mogensen

Petra 0 Mogensen

N @

0g sdledes Blev Peder Mogensen Pedersen endelig Mogensen og
og &lle hans sonner Peter til mellemnavn,

Andre aner af stamtrmet

Gamle angivelser (oplysninger] blev flittigt i forseg pa at
fremdrage aner lmngere tilbage end de 4 bedsteformldre,swom ses DA
stamtrmet. Skent resultaterne af disse anstrengelser var mindre
end oplivende ,lykkedes det at finde navnene pA 13 msiAdanne wldre
forfedre, indbefattet 3 oldefmdre som 5 gange blev fremdraget 7
Andre smd stumper af oplysning ,som f.eks, gArdbesiddelser og for
nogle bveskmftigelse blev indhentet fra gamle optegnelser,.Ydermere
bley faderen til Peder Mogensen identficeret ,siledes at man nu
ved ,hvorfra navnet Mogensen kom.

Mogens Hansen var fader til Peder Mogensen og naturligvis
den mand som Peder Peder Mogensen fik sit efternavnfra (dvs FPeder
var sen af en mand ,hvie fornavn var Mogens )., Mogens Hansen var
gift 2 gange, Hans ferste hustru var Kirsten Hansdatter,som han
holdt bryllup i Nykirke den 30 oktober 1783, De fik fem bern
nemlig
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a, Hans Mogensen,som blevfiebt i Nykirke den 30 oktober 1784 og
som dede 3 uger senere.

b. KarenKristine Mogensdatter debtes 1 samme kirke den 20 november
1785 og blev konfirmeret om efteridret 4r 1800,

6. Marthe Mogensdatter debt 1 samme kirke den 12 august 1787 og
konfimeret der i1 1802,

d, Hans Mogensen ligeledes 4 september 179% og konfirmeret om
efteriret 1806,

e. Marie Mogenadatterdebtes i Nykirke 26 februar 1797.Konfimerst ?

Kirsten Hansdatter dede 21 december 1799 og Mogens Hansen
enkemand i mindre end et Ar og mgtede Karen Pedersdatter den 27
september 1800, Deres forste barn Peder Mogensen fedtes 4 novem-
ber 1801 og blev debt samme dag.

Kavne p4d andre bern ,om der var nogle blev ikke fundet i
Kyker sogns kirkebeger, Uheldigvie gelder dette ogsi andre saglige
oplysninger ,som f. eks fpdsels-og deds optegnelser om Mogens Han-
sen. Heri navnene pa hans forsldre,hans fedested og Arene for dere
dedsfald alle missing links af oplysninger der,hvis de havde vere:
kendt 1 betydelig grad ville have knyttet forbindelsen til den
forfader ane, som de udvandrede bredre havie fiet deres eftsrnavn,

Kirkebegerne viser tydeligt,at Mogens Hansen levede si sent
som i 1809, Imidlertid er det nesten sikkert ,at han dede inden
1824, Aret da Peder Mogensen msgtede Margreths Andersdatter.Da
Mogens Hansen ikke bevidnede sin sons mgteskab, Han var en lille
girdmand og tillige temrer. Ved folket®lling 1787 boede han pid3
vdg ? Pstre HullegArd sammen med sin ferste hustru.

Anders Nielsen Beohpjede slg 30 ~Dypdegérd i Klemensker .
Han var medlem af den ene af de to Bech familier pA Bornholm .
Navnet er nu ikke ualmindeligt i vore dage pA genne @, Forfmdren
En Anders Hansen Bech e jede en gird i Klemensker 17 slg Bmkke-
gArd 4£? Han havde en sen Jens dndersen Bsch fedt 1687. Hans fader
fedt 1 1650 7.

Hagen Hagensen er en anden forgenger ane ,som fodteq i 1600
tallet og boede 25 slg BredledegArd i Rutsker. Og hvad der miske
er nok sA interesant var svensker eller havde et svensk navn efte
hvad der oplyses af godt informerede folk pA Bornholm, En datter
hed det svenske navn Barbro.

Ved freden 1658 blev SkéAne,Halland og Blekinge afstAet til
Sverrig og tillége Bornholm, men bornholmerne gjlorde oprer og
kom tilbage til Danmark,
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Navne pA 5-6 andre fjerne slmgtninge -aner og de Ar da nogle
af dem blev fodt og dede anferes paA stamtrmet.Og denne oplysning
sammen med dem,der er anfort tidligere sr hele det vesentligste
- oplysninger,der i pjeblikket kan indhentes og forfmdrene - aner
t1l de 3 udvandrere - brodre, Men de miA formodes.at hvor begrersde
dimsse oplysninger end er,sd foreger de i hojeate grad en forstd -
else af deres arv og oplysninger( i1 hvert fald delvia) og stiller
det spendende sporgsmiAli"Hvorfra kom de ?" Det vides, f. eks. ab
de nedstammede fra en lang rmkke girdejere og temrere (mest danske),
- som boede paA Bornholm i det mindste sd tidligt som 1 det 16 hunde
redtallet og muligvis meget lenge for.0g den kendsgerning at mange
" af deres anervar landmesnd og temrere kan forklare deres lyst til
den slags arbe jde,

Livet i Californien.
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Andrew levede som temrer i eller ved San Francico i 1906 1 et
antal Ar efter ankomsten til Californien.umiddelbart efter Jjord-
sk#lvet og den ildebrand,der sdelagde nevnte by i 1906, flytteds
Andrew ,som da havde kone og 2 senner tvers over bugten til Oaka
land og byggede hus . Dette var forlsberen for en meget vellykket
byggevirksomhed, som strakte sig over mere end et halvt hundrede
4r, Andrew blev drmbt ved en ulykke i 1911,men hans t0 ssnner
fortsatte med at bygge. Efter den mldste af de tofrar ded i 1944
fortsatte den yngste sen med at bygge fine hume,indtil sin ded i
1978,

John og Otto forblev ved det snavsede arbe jde 0g arbe jdede
som landarbejdere i Solano og Contra Costa Contris i mange Ar.
Blandt andet arbejde de pd en meget stor farm,der ejedes af en
dansker,der hed Niels Andersen, Imidlertid var det arbejde atri-
vardigt lod i livet.

En gang 1 1889 forled det,at statsjord kunne ksbes i det
nordlige San Luis Obispo Country for dem,der ville have en Jordlo:
John ,som da var den stolte ejer af 2 heste,tog nmsten omgdende a.
sted til Paso Robles. Han fik et omrdde lo miles est for byen i
eje byggede derpd og blev gift og stiftede familie.John dede 1
1901,men resten af familien vedblev at drive landbrug pA det samm
Jordstykke til 1913 ,hvorefter de forlagde deres virksomhed til
Chandler i Arisona .

Ottos ankomst til Paso Robles blev forhalet et Ars tid,fordi
han,medens han arbe jdede hod Niels andersen,fik sig en kmreste og
Flanlagde bryllup.
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Da Otto og hans viv kom til Paso Robles blev forhalet var al
Jord,der egnede sig kebt af jordbrugere,sd Otto forpagtede 6‘milos
lengere mod est. og begyndte at dyrke jord. Han var landmand i
mange A&r og der kom bern.Fer og efter den ferste verdenskrig drev
Otto og hans to ®ldste senner landbrug pad,hvad der dengang bvetrakte
des ,som meget store landomridder, Han blev pensionist kort efter
krigen og boede i Paso Robles til sin ded i 1954, Hans nmetwldste
son blev ed med landbrug og havde desuden kreaturer indtil sliut -
ningen af anden Verdenskrig.

Som oplyst blev alle tre udvandrerbredre gift i Californien,
Andrew blev gift med Emma BiAchen,som han medte i Ghikago pd sin
rejse tvers gennem landet , Da de fik deres ferste barn i San Fran-
cisco 1 1888 mid det antajes, at de hlev gift i eller ved denne by
engang i 1887, John blev gift med Johanne Christine Christiansen,
som kom til Paso Robles i 1889 og bosde en kort tid pA en farm hos
hendes s@ster fru Chis Iversen . Hun kom fra Danmark nmvnte Ar,

Otto mgtede Mathilde Brewer i 1889o0. Hun var fedt i Califor-
nie 1 TFMarfield ,Solano Contry., Andrew og Emma blev stolte foraldre
til to senner, John og Johanne blev velsignet med 5 drenge og 3
piger. Otto og Mathilda fik 3 drenge og 4 piger., Navnene findes
pd sidste blad,

Medens hver af de tre udvandrer- bredre tjente til at vere i
hver fald nogenlunde uafhmngige skonomisk,vad. livet 1 Californien
ikke let. Man kendte 1kke til 8 timers arbe)dsdag og 40 timers
arbe jdsuge,da de ankom, Iandbrug ismr var meget arbe jdskrevende .

~ far tiden landbruget blev mekaniseret var en hel dags arbejde
fra solopgang til solnedgang. al slags radbrmkkende opgaver blev
udfert med hakker,skovle,skser og hetyver i deres ansigt sved.
Hesten,som nmsten bestod af hveds og byg mislykkedes nmsten helt,
hvis vinter-og forArsregn 1ikke kom. Terke indtrag alt for ofte
oZ 84 blev hesten mislykket ,hvad der indebmrer fallitter,tvangs-
auktioner, tadb af indsats,kapital og mAneders s114.0g8 B4 var der
elendighed . Virkelig elendighed.

En ulykke mellem en bil og en sporvogn,som Andrew ksrte i
eller med bersvede ham livet,da han kun var 47 Arog pd en tid,da
han havde betydelig fremgang som husbygger.

John blev syg 1 40 Ars alderen og miAtte rejse fre giArden,I
hadbet om at genvinde sit helbred ved at bo ved Stillehavetrejaste
han op over Cayacos - bjerget,hvor han dede efterladende enke og
7 bern,hvorad den yngste 14 1 vuggen og den mldste ikke 13 Ar,
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Og der var en anden stor sorgdohn og Johanne mistede deres
tre 4r gamle segn Niels,som blev sparket af en hest og dede.

Bortset fra at deres forste barn var dedt ved fedslen undgik
Otto og Matilda den slags sorger og Otto blev mere end 88 Ar .

Ot+to besvarer spergemil.
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Medens Otto senior almindeligvis kun modetrmbende talte om
minder fra sin ungdom blev han mere medelsom 1 sine sidste Ar.af
8it lange 1iv og gav oplysninger,som forklarede,at de fint udar-
be jdede skemaer og gmsm kunne fids fra Bornholm til Californien.

‘En del af de samme oplysningeﬂ?orklarede hans Abenbare gnske
om at glemme fortiden og hans manglende for at vende tilbage til
Bornholm.

Ved at arbe jde som fuldbefaret semand ombord piA et af de gam-
le sejlskibe arbe jdede Otto sig frem fra Danmark til Hull i Eng-
land ,hvor han remte og fortsatte p4& samme mAdde for at komme til
Nova Scotia og endelig til New York. Da John mi& have veret vidends
hvad angAr sejlads pA de store 7 have ,har han oplyst Otto om den
billigete midde at nd t11 New York pA. Otto rejste med tog t1i1l N Y
til Galifornien med et ophold i sin sesters hjem t=t ved Peru, Il
linois. Han arbe jdedei nogen tid 1 dette sted,men efter en meget
streng vinter,hvorunder fik frost i sit venstre gre,fortsatte han
vest pA for at treffe Andrew og John i Californien. I det store
hels ser det fdAdk ud til at de var kommet pA samme mAde som Otto.
Da Andrew og Emma medtes i @hicago ogsd ophaldt sig 1 Illunois.

Otto antydede ogsd,at den lange rejse fra Bornholm var kryd-
ret med strabadser 1 overflod i at vere bundet 1 uger til et gam-
melt skrebeligt skib,medens man ventede pA at blive blmst fra det
ene kontinemt til et andet,var bAde kedsommeligt og 1 hejeste grad
nedverdigende . Derfor kom en tilbage venden aldrig p4d tale. Og
afskeden med Bornholm de sidste fA @jeblikke da udvandrerne vidste
at de forlod deres hjemstavn fbr stedse,var smertelig, ja endog
senderknusende.

Otto sagde engang : Efterat have sagt farvek til min fader
0og kysset min moder til farvel,begyndte jeg at gi pA det ventende
skib i Renne vel vidende,at jeg aldrig mere skulle se dem igen.

Og hvad falte Karen Marie og Niels Peter,nir de s doroa‘borz
tage afsted ogsi vidende at de sikkert ikke ville se dem mers, O,
bedrevelige afskedsatund . : Derfor prevede udvandrerne af al mag-
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pd at glemme de bedrevelige minderfra fortiden og strmbte
med ydmyg hengivenhed og fast tro efter en bedre morgendag.

En_ s 1ds t e 8t rotanke .
AkXkurat ligesom Andreas,dohnh og Otto kempede for en
bedre fremtid,sfledes ksmper deres efterkommere,som nyder " den
gode tilvarelse " i1 Amerika, for en fremtid er endnu bedre,men
ikke uden en gang lmellem i ydmygelig at mindes de tre gode mend,
hvis mod,beslutsomhed,flid og ofre gjlorde det hele muligt for dem.

Kettering Ohto .December 1978,

, 04 .9%9 ¢
/

LOKALSAMLING
BORNHOLME:

CENTRALRIDLIOlER
REGNNE



